TREDYFFRIN HISTORIC PRESERVATION TRUST
2009 FALL LECTURE SERIES

“Then & Now . .. The Foundry”
Barbara Cohen

Schuylkill Township Supervisor ¢ Preservationist

Wednesday, November 11, 2009

Refreshments 7:00 PM - Lecture 7:30 PM Cost: $10/person

DuPortail House, 297 Adams Drive, Chesterbrook, PA 19087

‘Then and Now...The Foundry’, the story of the Schuylkill River Heritage Center in Phoenixville will be presented
by Barbara Cohen. This story of local Phoenixville landmark begins with the closing of the Phoenix Steel Company in
1987. The property was sold, and most of the buildings were demolished. By the mid-1990’s only the Foundry Build-
ing and the former Bridge Company Building were still standing. Battered by weather and time, the Foundry was filled
with 100-years worth of trash and debris. Ms. Cohen will supplement her lecture with the use of a slide presentation.

The Phoenixville Area Economic Development Corporation (PAEDCO) undertook the challenge to rescue this iconic
survivor. Elected to serve as a Board member of PAEDCO, Barbara Cohen led the successful fundraising campaign to
restore and adaptively reuse the historic Foundry Building. Over 5.2 million dollars were raised by PAEDCO to
achieve this goal. The Chester County Commissioners gave PAEDCO the grant funding to purchase the 14,000 sq. ft.
building so that it could be restored and adaptively reused to become a northern Chester County gateway for visitors,
and a new venue would be installed in the building that would create jobs that support Phoenixville’s urban revitaliza-
tion. Ms. Cohen currently serves as President of the Schuylkill River Heritage Center which has now become a unique,
interpretive place to experience the pictures and pieces of the past that give everyone a better understanding of Phoe-
nixville’s Iron and Steel legacy and its place in the Schuylkill River’s history.

Barbara Cohen is a Township Supervisor, currently serving as Vice-Chair and Treasurer for Schuylkill Township.
Ms. Cohen initiated new ideas for saving taxpayer dollars by having the township join the Chester County Landscapes
program. Ms. Cohen serves as the current President of the Board of Directors of Schuylkill River Heritage Center, pro-
viding leadership and direction to the organization. She donated interior design for the museum interior and the dis-
plays of historic materials, garnered financial support, and continues to develop community outreach and activities with
partner organization and the Phoenixville Area School District. Additionally, Ms. Cohen currently serves on the
Boards of Directors for French and Pickering Creeks Conservation Trust, the Phoenixville Area Economic Develop-
ment Corporation, and the Wharton Esherick Museum.

Trust Lecture Committee: Glenna Keene, Gretchen Kiernan & Polly Hagan

Make Checks Payable to: | Fall 2009 Lecture Series Order Form
Tredyffrin Historic Preservation Trust

Lecture - Membership . Subtotal

Mail Check to:
Tredyffrin Historic Preservation Trust Endslow Lecture - 10/8/09 $10
c/o Polly Hagan Address Cohen Lecture - 11/11/09 $10
2205 Yellow Springs Road Senior Trust Membership $15
Malvern, PA 19355

Individual Trust Membership $25

Tickets using PayPal online: Family Trust Membership $40

www.tredyffrinhistory.org Order total:
Email Address

Addt'l Historic Preservation Donation

Any questions, pl call:
Polly Hagan 610-647-1051 Phone

m o DONATIONS TO TREDYFFRIN HISTORIC PRESERVATION TRUST, A 501C3 ORGANIZATION,
info@tredyffrinhistory.org ARE TAX-DEDUCTIBLE TO THE FULLEST EXTENT OF THE LAW.
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